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Dualism 

1) What are the two core components of interactionist substance dualism? (lecture)  

2) How does physicalism differ from reductionism (if at all)?  (lecture)  

3) What are two Cartesian arguments for substance dualism? (Campbell) 

4) Identify an objection to each of these arguments. (Campbell, Moreland, lecture) 

5) What is the interaction problem? 

6) According to Descartes, how does one acquire knowledge about the mind? (lecture)  

7) What are the two aspects of introspection? Why might someone hold these theses, and how might 

one challenge them?  

8) Why did Descartes think that animals are automata? (Huxley, lecture). 

9) According to the substance dualist, what is the nature of the self? (Moreland)  

 

Structuralism 

10) What is the subject matter of structuralism – what sorts of mental phenomena does it set out to 

explain? (lecture, Cummins) 

11) What might a structuralist take to be the relationship between the mind and the brain/body?  

12) How do structuralists propose to gain knowledge about the mind? (lecture, Cummins) 

13) What are some reasons that structuralism was abandoned? (Watson, Cummins, lecture) 

 

Psychological and logical (analytical) behaviourism 

14) How do these two versions of behaviourism differ? 

15) What is a category mistake (also provide an example).  (Campbell, lecture) 

16) What are some of the philosophical benefits of psychological behaviourism? What are some 

philosophical benefits of analytical behaviourism? (lecture).  

17) How do Ivan Pavlov’s experiments on stimulus conditioning in dogs challenge the conceptual 

framework of structuralism?  (lecture)  

18) What is the general theory of meaning that underpins analytical behaviourism? (lecture) 

19)  What are some reasons for rejecting psychological behaviourism? (Cummins, lecture) 

20) What are two objections to analytical behaviourism? (Campbell, lecture) 

21) According to psychological behaviourism, how does one gain knowledge about the mind?  

22) Identify two objections to analytical behaviourism. (Cummins, lecture) 

 

Type identity theory  

23) According to type identity theory, what is the mind/body relation? (Campbell, lecture) 

24) Does the fact that brain development is somewhat plastic, especially in children, pose a problem for 

type identity theory? Explain why or why not. (Campbell, lecture). 

25) Suppose that one discovers that curiosity is realized by different brain states in octopuses and 

humans. Does this imply that type identity theory is false? Explain why or why not.  

26) According to type identity theory, how does one gain knowledge about the mind? 

 

 



Computational theory of mind (CMT) 

27) According to CMT, what is the relationship between mind and body?  (lecture, Dawson, Searle).  

28) What does it mean to say that the mind/brain is a “purely formal” system? (lecture) 

29) Give an example of a psychological process for which it might be possible to write an algorithm, and 

explain why this might be possible.  

30) What is the tri-level hypothesis?  (Dawson)  

31) State two objections to the Turning test? (Turing, lecture)  

32) How might Turing respond to each of those objections?  (Turing, lecture)  

33) Explain why the Chinese Room Argument is a challenge to CMT?  (Searle)  

34) What is the systems reply to the Chinese Room Argument?  (Searle) 


