
Philosophy 2250, 2010  

 Final exam review questions 

Please note that the final exam is cumulative. You are responsible for the material reviewed on the 
midterm-exam question sheet, as well as the questions below. Approximately 60-70 % of the final will 
involve material from after the midterm.  In length, the final will be approximately 1.5 x the midterm. 
 

1. What is the difference between an adaptive trait and an adaptation?  What is the difference 

between evolution and natural selection? (lecture) 

2. What are the three central assumptions of evolutionary psychology?  (lecture/ Mitchel) 

3. By what methodology do evolutionary psychologists propose to identify psychological 

adaptations?  Are there any problems with this methodology? (Mitchel/lecture) 

4. What is the ‘particular job’ criterion for ascribing beliefs to non-human animals? (Graham) 

5. What is the main objection to the single job criterion? (Graham) 

6. What is the network criterion for ascribing beliefs to animals?  (Graham) 

7.  How might one argue that satisfying the network criterion is not sufficient for being a “true 

believer”?  (lecture) 

8. What does the thesis of eliminative materialism say about ascriptions of beliefs and desires to 

humans ? (Campbell chapter 6 /lecture) 

9. Identify two arguments in favor of eliminativism? (lecture) 

10. What does it mean to adopt the ‘intentional stance’ towards animal behaviour? (Dennett) 

11. Why does Dennett think that the intentional stance can be informative even though it is not 

literally true of animal minds? (Dennett/lecture) 

12. How does Nagel argue that we cannot know what it is like to be a bat? (Nagel/ lecture) 

13. State two objections  to Nagel’s argument. (lecture) 

14. Churchland identifies the reduction of the caloric theory of heat to the micromechanical theory 

of heat as a typical example of scientific reduction.  What lesson does this example hold for the 

philosophical debate over the reducibility of mental states to brain states? 

15. Some argue that if it is impossible to imagine a scientific explanation of consciousness, then 

such an explanation is not possible. How would Churchland respond to this argument? 

 

The final exam is on Friday December 10th at 8:30 am (bright and early!) in Mack 117. Please confirm 

these details for yourself on Webadvisor. Please don’t sleep-in, I won’t be able to help you.  

 


